The Historical Background
"consolidate their power from the " sudd " regions of the
White Nile to Aswan. During this period the sovereignty
remained vested in the King who ruled at Napata, but,
for some reason the chief power then passed to Meroe,
The change may have been due to the succession to power
of a different branch of the royal house, but an obvious
explanation may lie in the greater convenience of Meroe
as a trade centre, commanding the routes from Abyssinia,
the Red Sea and the south, more in touch with the subject
population of the interior, more fertile, with better grazing
facilities for herds, and more easily defensible from the
north. Napata, however, was not forsaken, for there are
times during the 650 years (say 300 b.c.—a.d. 350) which
constitute the Merpitic period in which contemporaneous
royal tombs are found both at Napata and Meroe, and it
would appear that Ethiopia, as it may now conveniently
be called, was periodically divided against itself. The
earliest extant remains at Meroe, and the evidence of
Herodotus (c. 450 b.c.), and the early Greek and Roman
geographers poijit to the fact that though the bulk of the
population was predominantly negro, of a very primitive
culture, half nomadic half sedentary, living by the chase
and cultivation of the soil, Egyptian, and subsequently
Greek and Roman influences were predominant among the
ruling class. There is also reason to suppose that they
were affected by Sabaean and Abyssinian motifs in art
and religion.
An influx of Greek influences naturally followed the
accession of the Ptolemies to power in Egypt (323 b.c.)
and the boom in African trade which resulted. The
Romans appear upon the scene shortly before the opening
of the Christian era. Their historians speak of a line of
queens named Candace, but in fact the term Candace,
which means * Queen,* appears upon several occasions to
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